Dear Ms P,

I have a friend who kindly house and dog sits when I'm away. Work routinely
takes me away on business trips for up to three weeks at a time. She’s always
there to look after my dog and looks after my apartment really well even at
times when there is little notice.

Although I really appreciate the care taken of the apartment, I do notice that
things are missing when I return. There’s nothing of any major value, just
glasses and the odd plate. I think that she might be accidentally breaking
these things but I can’t be sure. How do you think I should bring this up with
her without her feeling bad. She’s always there to help and I would hate for
her to think I was ungrateful.

Sarah S.

Strathmore

Dear Sarah,

I used to look after my Aunty’s house and accidentally knocked over her
Lladro Nun Feeding Pigeons figurine. The Nun was broken in many places
and I felt bad. I was faced with sitting down and trying to fix it with
super glue or fess up to the breakage. I certainly couldn’t afford to buy a
replacement Nun. So I left the broken figurine with a card telling her how
sorry I was.

Your situation is a little different but what I would suggest you briefly let her
know that if anything breaks then leave to the side on the kitchen bench so
you can replace when you get back. I wouldn’t make a big deal of it, after all,
she is being a good friend and kind to look after your doggie and home.

I would also suggest you put away the good china, Lladro figurines,
Swarovski crystal and anything else of value that is breakable.

Miss Petiquette (not her real name) lives in a cramped urban cottage with her dog and
two cockatiels. Her partially blind bunny has since crossed over the rainbow bridge. One
pet down, Miss Petiquette has even more time on her hands to answer your questions

regarding manners in the modern age for pet lovers. Miss Petiquette is on hand to deal
with your perplexing petiquette and personal problems.

Email her at behaviour@urbananimal.net
<Uua

Petiquette Questions Answered

Furry
Festivities

&t Animal
Attractions

forthe 2nd Gamp K9 held eatlyMa

Saturday 31 July

Sydney Pet Rescue

i Comfy dog-friendly accommodation
& Adoption Activities include introduction to Agility and beyond basic obedience
Christmas In July Other dog-sodial activities include bush walking » pet-photographer » behaviour advice » pet products
Charity Auction showcase * evening presentations
Be as active or relaxed on this fun-filled and informative weekend

Sydney Pet Rescue & Adoption will
host their biggest Event of the Year - To register your interest and for more information go to www.campk9.com.au

Christmas in July & Charity Auction. : : :
ristmas in July & {-harity Auction Sponsored by Urban Animal Doglogic Animax

All proceeds will go to help rescue and
support pets from Death Row at various
pounds.

6:00pm to 11:00pm

St George Motor Boat Club, San Souci

9747 0528 or 0424 289 390 for ticket
sales or more information

urban animal June 1, 2010 * 46



