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Dear Miss Petiquette,

I have recently adopted a charming three-year-old Jack Russell from JRT Rescue. 
He’s adorable and I love him to bits already. My problem is his name, it’s Andrew 
and although not an unpleasant name, it is the name of a long ago exed-ex. I would 
much rather call him another name like Ringo. Many people have told me it’s wrong 
to change the name at this stage of his life and that he won’t pick it up ever and 
will only respond to his given name. Worse, many people have suggested that I 
will only confuse him and confusion can cause anxiety. I apologise to all the nice 
Andrews out there, but it’s a name that just gives me the willies, to the point where 
I even considered not adopting him. But he’s proved that he’s the dog for me and I 
know I made the right choice.

Stephanie E.
St Ives

Dear Stephanie,

This is an interesting question and one I’m well familiar with. I love urban dog 
myths and this is a corker. I can say that I’ve met dogs that have had name changes 
when adopted and they haven’t had any problems picking up their new name. A 
number of dogs enter the shelter system without a known name–like strays–and I’ve 
never met one who won’t come for a treat because you called him by the wrong 
name. Some dog behaviouralists even think it’s a good idea to change a dog’s name 
once they enter a stable home. Their new name is then associated with the good 
things you provide and the excellent company you become. 

My own dog has a 
number of nicknames 
that she is very happy to 
respond to and none of these 
sound like her ‘real’ name. 
Some people suggest changing 
the name to something similar or 
that rhymes with the original name. This 
may be a little hard in your case because 
there’s not much that rhymes with Andrew. I 
don’t believe changing the name will incur any stress for Andrew/Ringo as long as 
you follow some simple rules. Be consistent and if you choose Ringo then stick to it. 
And just like you wouldn’t flip-flop back to Andrew the ex, don’t be tempted to use 
Ringo’s old name.

Miss Petiquette (not her real name) lives in a cramped urban cottage with her dog and 
two cockatiels. Her partially blind bunny has since crossed over the rainbow bridge. One 
pet down, Miss Petiquette has even more time on her hands to answer your questions 
regarding manners in the modern age for pet lovers. Miss Petiquette is on hand to deal 
with your perplexing petiquette and personal problems - when she’s not at local dog 
parks breaking up stupid dog squabbles.

Email her at behaviour@urbananimal.net

Petiquette Questions Answered

Modern 
Manners

Saturday 18th October

Barktoberfest 
Tipped to be a community dog event for grown-
ups and their dogs. Come along and bring your 
leashed, socially friendly pooch for a celebration 
of all things dog. This indoor/outdoor venue will 
be home to some of the best pet products by local 
businesses. Swing by for free information on ani-
mal acupuncture and advice on holistic healing 
for healthy pets from qualified practitioners. Book 
for your appointment to have a professional pet 
portrait by Animax’s Danielle Lyonne on the day. 
Stop by the DogLogic stand for free training and 
behavioural advice. Sponsored by Urban Animal & 
MuttSpace, no bones about it, this is the event to 
come to and have a great social time. There’ll even 
be something to wine about with hair-of-the-dog 
wine tasting. 

Pre-bookings for photography appointments are 
essential–call 1300 264 629 for your reservation.

All other queries phone: 9557 8894. View details of 
the event at www.muttspace.com.au/events

12 noon until 5:00pm
St Stephens Hall, Church Street, Newtown

Sunday 31st August

Dalmatian Welfare Fun Day
10:30am to 3:30pm
Dog Ring, Castle Hill Showground, Carrington Rd, 
Castle Hill

Sunday 14th September 

Pets & People Day, Rose Bay
11:00am to 3:00pm
Lyne Park, New South Head Road, Rose Bay
contact Laura Beattie ph: 9391 7901.

Sunday 21st September

PetFest 2008
Holroyd Gardens, Merrylands
Contact: 9840 9718

Sunday 21st September 

Diamond IT Doggy Day Out
9:30am onwards
Empire Park (opp Bar Beach), Newcastle
Contact: www.doggydayout.com.au

Sunday 28th September 

Pittwater Dog Day By The Bay
Between 10:00am to 3:00pm 
Rowland Reserve, Bayview

Sunday 26th October

Mosman Pet's Day Out
10:00am to 3:00pm
Allan Border Oval, Mosman

Furry Festivals         Animal Attractions&
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Issue Number & Street Date Booking deadline Artwork deadline

Issue 17, November 15, 2008 October 25 November 1
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